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Sujet de stage :  
Context : 
The overall goal of this internship project is to work towards a better understanding of the recent and future 
changes of the spatio-temporal hydro-climatic variability in the Congo River basin (CRB). CRB is a major 
tropical basin, the second largest in the world in terms of both drainage area (~3.7 million km2) and discharge 
to the ocean (41 x103 m3 s-1), only surpassed by the Amazon (Laraque et al., 2020). Therefore, it plays a crucial 
role in the local, regional, and global climate, hydrological and biogeochemical cycles (Nogherotto et al., 
2013). It is also home to a large percentage of the world's tropical forests, guarantying fundamental ecosystem 
services to the population such as food provisioning, biodiversity conservation, climate and freshwater 
regulation, and mitigation of natural disasters (Youssoufa Bele et al., 2013).The region is characterized by a 
complex distribution of precipitation, as in its southern region (<5S°), there are two periods of maximum 
rainfall, which eventually results in a particular bimodal annual flow in the Brazzaville region, near the mouth 
of the basin (Paris et al., 2020).  CRB is now facing risk under climate changes and anthropogenic pressure. It 
has been estimated that drought and flooding events have affected, since 1960, more than 10 million people 
settled across the basin (Bola et al., 2022). These extreme events are mainly related to rainfall variability, 
which may have been exacerbated in the last decades by the joint impacts of climate change and anthropogenic 
disturbances ( Karam et al., 2022). Therefore, by studying the Congo basin hydrological response to 
hydroclimatic variability in space and time, we can gain critical insights into the region's vulnerability and 
identify effective strategies for sustainable development. 
Objectives of the stage: 
We have made fundamental advances in the availability of observations and modelling approach in CRB (Papa 
et al., 2023, Kitambo et al., 2022) and we can now work towards answering fundamental questions: What is 
the spatio-temporal variability of flow in Congo River basin basins during the last 20 years in the satellite era? 
What are the relationships with large-scale climatic processes such as the ENSO? What are the potential 
impacts of climate change on CRB? How do projections of climate change impact discharge and inundation 
in different regions and seasons?  
This is what we propose to explore during this 6-month internship. For this we will use a suite of tools and 
observations, ranging from long-term satellite-derived observations (water level from altimetry, water volume, 
discharge) to outputs from state-of-the art MGB hydrologic-hydrodynamic model.  We will first diagnose the 
spatiotemporal variability and changes of the flow over the last 20 years. Then, we will analyze the potential 
climatic impacts on the Congo River basin hydrology including discharge dynamics based on new forcing data 
from IPCC CMIP6. We expect to provide realistic projections of changes in the discharge regime based on 
GCMs bias corrected simulation scenarios (simulations of the last 30 years of climate projections (2070-2100)) 
and quantify the hydrological impact of these changes in discharge in a spatially distributed manner. 
Expected academic achievements: Training in: 

• Basic processes of the hydrological cycle and climate change. 
• Hydrologic modelling. 
• Data handling of observational information and model simulation outputs. 
• Statistical analysis of data. 
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